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 want his personal stuff seized by the army.

There's a shop run by the locals at the FOB. They called it the haji shop. They sell
 DVDs and clothes. Bowe buys a local outfit, a sort of robe.

Because I knew there was a possibility of me being out in
 the open in the daytime. So, obviously, a big white guy in a uniform walking
 through the desert by himself is gonna, you know, attract a lot of attention.

Yeah.

However, a person with a traditional ... like a local dress on,
 and a local headscarf wrapped around his head, that's not going to draw as
 much attention.

He also took out $300 from his bank account in U.S. and Afghani
 money, just in case he'd need to bribe someone. At the end of June, 2009, Bowe's
 platoon was on its very last rotation at OP Mest. The company was getting ready to
 hand the place over to the Afghans, which really just means they were going to take
 their trucks and leave.

In any case, this would be Bowe's last chance to execute his plan. And this plan—it's
 risky, obviously. It's difficult, and it's dangerous. But, technically, it's not impossible to
 do it. Physically, Bowe was capable. He was a good runner. He'd run similar
 distances before, plus he was used to running in high altitudes in Idaho. He did well
 in the heat.

When he talks about it now, he'll sometimes acknowledge the wrongheadedness of it
—that he overestimated his ability, that he wasn't aware of the other ways he could
 have registered concerns about leadership. But there was this other idea Bowe was
 testing out: Yes, he says, he wanted to bring attention to the plight of his platoon. But
 he also admits that his plan was part crucible.

I was trying to prove to myself—I was trying to prove to the
 world, to anybody who used to know me—that I was capable of being that
 person.

Like a super-soldier, you mean.

Yeah. I was capable of being what I appeared to be. Like,
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 doing what I did was me saying, I am—

Right.

—like I don't know, Jason Bourne.

Right. A character in a book or whatever. A character.

Yeah. So I had this fantastic idea that I was going to prove
 to the world that, you know, I was the real thing. You know, I could be, you
 know, what ... I could be what it is that every ... you know, all those guys out
 there who go to the movies and watch those movies, they all want to be that.
 But I wanted to prove that I was that.

Why not just wait and see if you got the opportunity to prove that,
 like, on a mission? You know? Because you hadn't even been there that
 long. Like, why not—

No, I hadn't been there very long.

Why not wait a couple months and see if you get a chance to
 prove yourself in a, you know, some kind of tactical engagement?

Because it was a combination of situations. The situation
 that I was in was an extremely bad situation. I saw things falling apart as far
 as my command was—

Right, right, right.

—was concerned. So it wasn't that I just decided, hey, I'm
 going to do it to prove that I can do it. I was trying to find a solution to the
 problem at hand.

Right.

And I just tied—I tied into it this idea, you know, kind of like
 two birds with one stone.

I was just going to say two birds with one stone.
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