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Bowe's platoon leader said there was an IED hotspot about 1,000 meters out along 
Route Audi. The Afghan National Police had their own little outpost further up the hill 
there as well. The American soldiers had strung all this concertina wire around the 
place. And their job was really just to be there, in the middle of nowhere, making their 
presence felt. Keeping a lookout for suspicious vehicles, watching the rooftops of 
Mest for snipers.

Some of the guys I talked to said that occasionally someone would shoot at them and 
they'd shoot back, but none of them said there was much action there. They didn't 
discover anyone transporting weapons or bombs. Mostly it was just fruit vendors or 
farmers or families passing through.

Bowe's platoon would go to the OP for three or four or five days at a stretch, 
sometimes doing patrols into Mest or the other nearby town, Malak, or pulling around-
the-clock guard duty, either from the trucks or from the hilltop up near the cemetery, 
where they'd dug out a small foxhole bunker. There were long, long stretches of 
boring, of wondering what the hell they were doing there.

All of the soldiers I talked to said they just hated being at Mest. The OP was about 20 
miles southwest of FOB Sharana. So Bowe's idea was that he'd sneak away from 
Mest—which Bowe refers to as a TCP, for traffic control point—and run all the way 
back to the FOB. He says he figured he could make it to Sharana in maybe 24 hours 
or so. Here's Bowe again.

A man disappears from a TCP, and a few days later, after 
DUSTWUN is called up, he reappears at a FOB? Suddenly, because of the 
DUSTWUN, everybody is alerted. CIA is alerted. The navy is alerted. The 
marines are alerted. Air force is alerted. Not just army.

Which means that when he reappears, it'll be such a big deal. There'll 
be such a commotion. Everyone will want to know why he left and why he's back. And 
so he'll be able to get an audience with whomever he wants—a general, even—and 
they won't be able to ignore his complaints.

Weren't you afraid they were going to, like, throw you in the jail or 
whatever?
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However, a person with a traditional ... like a local dress on, and a local 
headscarf wrapped around his head, that's not going to draw as much 
attention.

He also took out $300 from his bank account in U.S. and Afghani 
money, just in case he'd need to bribe someone. At the end of June, 2009, Bowe's 
platoon was on its very last rotation at OP Mest. The company was getting ready to 
hand the place over to the Afghans, which really just means they were going to take 
their trucks and leave.

In any case, this would be Bowe's last chance to execute his plan. And this plan—it's 
risky, obviously. It's difficult, and it's dangerous. But, technically, it's not impossible to 
do it. Physically, Bowe was capable. He was a good runner. He'd run similar 
distances before, plus he was used to running in high altitudes in Idaho. He did well in 
the heat.

When he talks about it now, he'll sometimes acknowledge the wrongheadedness of 
it—that he overestimated his ability, that he wasn't aware of the other ways he could 
have registered concerns about leadership. But there was this other idea Bowe was 
testing out: Yes, he says, he wanted to bring attention to the plight of his platoon. But 
he also admits that his plan was part crucible.

I was trying to prove to myself—I was trying to prove to the 
world, to anybody who used to know me—that I was capable of being that 
person.

Like a super-soldier, you mean.

Yeah. I was capable of being what I appeared to be. Like, 
doing what I did was me saying, I am—

Right.

—like I don't know, Jason Bourne.

Right. A character in a book or whatever. A character.
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1 instead of giving them that [reasons not to trust us], then we should be 

 
2 doing what we are telling these guys that we are here to do, then we should 

 
3 go out and do it. 

 
4 Q. Okay. 

 
5 A. And as a private first class, from where I was standing, I 

 
6 wasn’t seeing that. And as a private first class, where I was 

 
7 standing, I was seeing around me all this just stupid bullshit. And 

 
8 I was seeing things heading in a very dangerous direction. So, I had 

 
9 to do something. It had to be me doing it. And so I came up, happily 

 
10 with my ignorance of a young--from a young man’s mind and my 

 
11 imagination, I came up with a fantastic plan. 

 
12 One of the things that I talked about with one of the guys 

 
13 was “DUSTWUN” because I saw it written somewhere and I said, “What is 

 
14 DUSTWUN” because I didn’t know what DUSTWUN was. And he said, 

 
15 “DUSTWUN is what is called out when a Soldier is taken or when a 

 
16 Soldier disappears or is taken.” And I knew--so, I knew that if 

 
17 DUSTWUN was called from a Soldier disappearing, that call goes not [only] 

 
18 all the way up to Army command, it goes to Air Force, it goes to 

 
19 Marines. It goes all the way back to the states. It goes to every 

 
20 high point and everybody finds out about it. So, the idea was--the 

 
21 question--the theory started out like this: What happens--if that 

 
22 happens when a Soldier disappears, then that can be utilized. 

 
23 Because I was looking at an environment. We were 10 to 20 miles 
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1 away. This TCP [COP Mest] was 10 to 20 miles away from the FOB 

 
2 [Sharana]. It was flat ground. I grew up on high altitudes. So, 

 
3 high altitude doesn’t affect me. I can run at high altitude. I can 

 
4 cover ground. You know, I had the PT down. I was going to go 

 
5 Special Forces. So, I had the physical ability. So, I was looking 

 
6 at the environment. Flat ground all the way to the FOB. The idea 

 
7 was simple. The security at the TCP was crap. There was weak points 

 
8 everywhere. And nighttime was just, you know, I have been on guard 

 
9 shift at that place. Your visibility is like next to nothing on a 

 
10 good day. The whole setup to that thing was just--it was a joke. 

 
11 So, the theory was, what happens if somebody leaves the 

 
12 wire at the TCP, runs or moves to the FOB? Well, during that time 

 
13 DUSTWUN is going to be called up. Something is going to happen, 

 
14 right? That guy disappears. No one knows what happened to him. 

 
15 That call goes out. It hits every command. Everybody goes, what has 

 
16 happened? Nobody knows what has happened. People come up with all 

 
17 their theories and people happily use their imaginations to fill in 

 
18 all the blanks. But, what is going to happen--what, you know, what 

 
19 is going to lead the situation is actual events. The actual events 

 
20 would be, a Soldier disappears. And then a couple of days later, 

 
21 actual events. DUSTWUN gets called up. An alert gets sent out. 

 
22 Actual event a couple of days later, or a day later, whatever it is, 

 
23 24 hours or more, however long it would take me, the Soldier shows up 
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1 at the FOB. From TCP to FOB. People get that guy. He shows up at 

 
2 the gate. People recognize him. They ID him. They go, “What did 

 
3 you just do?” And that Soldier says, “I am not saying anything about 

 
4 what I did until I am talking to a general.” Then that Soldier, you 

 
5 know, gets taken to the general or general--because general wants to 

 
6 know what is going on, because this guy just left the fort--he just 

 
7 left the wire by himself. DUSTWUN gets called up because of it. He 

 
8 wants to know what is going on. And suddenly, this private shows up 

 
9 and he is demanding to see a general. So, a pretty good guess that 

 
10 the general is probably going to be curious and want to talk to this 

 
11 guy. Especially open door policy, this private is demanding open 

 
12 door policy. “I want to see the general.” Go talk to the general, 

 
13 the general goes, “What did you do?” Well, suddenly, he has a reason 

 
14 to listen to me. Because if I am willing to risk leaving the wire at 

 
15 a defense point, in the middle of a war zone, that we have been 

 
16 attacked at, that we have been blown up at, on multiple occasions, if 

 
17 this guy is willing to risk doing that, and then shows up again at 

 
18 the FOB, he is going to want to know why and he is going to want to 

 
19 listen to this guy. And he has a reason to do it, because this guy 

 
20 has gone out of his way. He has risked his own personal safety. He 

 
21 has to have a good reason for it. He is going to ask me, “Why?” He 

 
22 is going to ask that person, “Why?” That person is going to say, 

 
23 “Sir, these people, the BC, the sergeant major, they are unfit for 
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1 their positions from what I have seen. On multiple occasions, they 

 
2 have done this, this, this, and this. I am demanding, as a Soldier 

 
3 of this Army, that a psychological evaluation and an investigation be 

 
4 launched into this unit to remove anybody who is unfit for their duty 

 
5 and to reestablish the safe procedures and guidelines that a real 

 
6 leader, real officer, or real NCO should be emplacing in a military 

 
7 unit that is in the middle of a battlefield.” Suddenly he has a 

 
8 reason to understand. Suddenly he has a reason to believe that he 

 
9 should be listening to what this guy is saying. Because if he thinks 

 
10 that the threat that is coming down from above, if he thinks that 

 
11 there is a threat big enough around here, that he is willing to do 

 
12 something like that. 

 
13 All right, now everyone is going to say, “I am on”-- 

 
14 obviously, I have heard--you know, you read out the charges. People 

 
15 have talked about desertion. People have talked about treason or 

 
16 whatever it is that they want to talk about. They want to talk 

 
17 about, “Oh, he was a sympathizer of the Taliban.” All right. You 

 
18 look at their ideology and what they are doing and you look at my 

 
19 character. And you want to ask me questions about that, I will 

 
20 happily talk all day about the joke of what they are [the Taliban]. 

 
21 All right. I am, for lack of a better word, a feminist. I 

 
22 fully believe in women’s equality. You have met Kim Harrison. I 

 
23 call her my “God mother” because that is the type of person that I 
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